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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization} is a worldwide
federation of national standards bodies (ISO member bodies). The work
of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through SO
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for
which a technical commmittee has been established has the right to be
represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental
and non-governmental, in liaison with 1SO, also take part in the work. ISO
collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission
(IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are
circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an International
Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting
a vote.

International Standard ISO 668 was prepared by Technical Committee
ISO/TC 104, Freight containers.

This fifth edition cancels and replaces the fourth edition {ISO 668:1988),
which has been technically revised.

Annex A forms an integral part of this International Standard.
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Series 1 freight containers — Classification,

dimensions and ratings

1 Scope

This International Standard establishes a classification
of series 1 freight containers based on external di-
mensions, and specifies the associated ratings and,
where appropriate, the minimum internal and door
opening dimensions for certain types of containers.

These containers are intended for intercontinental
traffic.

This International Standard summarizes the external
and some of the internal dimensions of series 1 con-
tainers. The dimensions of each type of container are
defined in the appropriate part of ISO 1496, which is
the authoritative document for internal container di-
mensions.

2 Normative references

The following standards contain provisions which,
through reference in this text, constitute provisions
of this International Standard. At the time of pubii-
cation, the editions indicated were valid. All standards
are subject to revision, and parties to agreements
based on this International Standard are encouraged
to investigate the possibility of applying the most re-
cent editions of the standards indicated below.
Members of IEC and ISO maintain registers of cur-
rently valid International Standards.

ISO 1161:1984, Series 1 freight containers — Corner
fittings — Specification.

ISO 1496-1:1990, Series 1 freight containers —
Specification and testing — Part 1. General cargo
containers for general purposes.

1) To be published. (Revision of ISO 1496-2:1988)

(SO 1496-2:—", Series 1 freight containers — Speci-
fication and testing — Part 2: Thermal containers.

ISO 6346:1995, Freight containers — Coding, identifi-
cation and marking.

3 Definitions

For the purposes of this International Standard, the
following definitions apply. See also 1SO 830:1981,
Freight containers — Terminology.

3.1 freight container: Article of transport equip-
ment

a) of a permanent character and accordingly strong
enough to be suitable for repeated use;

b) specially designed to facilitate the carriage of
goods by one or more modes of transport, with-
out intermediate reloading;

c) fitted with devices permitting its ready handliing,
particularly its transfer from one mode of trans-
port to another,

d) so designed as tc be easy to fill and empty;

e) having an internal volume of 1 m? (35,3 ft%) or
more.

The term “freight container” includes neither vehicles
nor conventional packing.

3.2 IS0 container: Freight container complying with
all relevant ISO container standards in existence at the
time of its manufacture.



