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National foreword

This British Standard is the official English language version of 
EN 61140:2001. It is identical with IEC 61140:1997. It supersedes 
PD 6535:1993 which is withdrawn.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee 
JPEL/64, Electrical installations of buildings, which has the responsibility to: 

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on 
request to its secretary.

From 1 January 1997, all IEC publications have the number 60000 added to 
the old number. For instance, IEC 27-1 has been renumbered as IEC 60027-1. 
For a period of time during the change over from one numbering system to the 
other, publications may contain identifiers from both systems.

Cross-references
Attention is drawn to the fact that CEN and CENELEC  Standards normally 
include an annex which lists normative references to international 
publications with their corresponding European publications.The British 
Standards which implement these international or European publications may 
be found in the BSI Standards Catalogue under the section entitled 
“International Standards Correspondence Index”, or by using the “Find” 
facility of the BSI Standards Electronic Catalogue.
A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of 
a contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct 
application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

— present to the responsible international/European committee any 
enquiries on the interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the 
UK interests informed;

— monitor related international and European developments and 
promulgate them in the UK.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, the EN title page, 
pages 2 to 33 and a back cover.

The BSI copyright date displayed in this document indicates when the 
document was last issued.
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Foreword

The text of the International Standard IEC 61140:1997, prepared by IEC TC 64, Electrical installations
and protection against electric shock, was submitted to the CENELEC Unique Acceptance Procedure
and was approved by CENELEC as EN 61140 on 2000-08-01 without any modification.

This European Standard supersedes HD 366 S1:1977.

The following dates were fixed:

- latest date by which the EN has to be implemented
at national level by publication of an identical
national standard or by endorsement (dop) 2001-08-01

- latest date by which the national standards conflicting
with the EN have to be withdrawn (dow) 2003-08-01

Annexes designated "normative" are part of the body of the standard.
Annexes designated "informative" are given for information only.
In this standard, annex ZA is normative and annex A is informative.
Annex ZA has been added by CENELEC.

__________

Endorsement notice

The text of the International Standard IEC 61140:1997 was approved by CENELEC as a European
Standard without any modification.

__________
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INTRODUCTION

This International Standard is a Basic Safety Publication intended for use by technical
committees in the preparation of standards in accordance with the principles of IEC Guide 104
and in ISO/IEC Guide 51.

The terms used throughout this standard which have been defined in clause 3 are printed in
capitals.
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PROTECTION AGAINST ELECTRIC SHOCK –
Common aspects for installation and equipment

1 Scope

This International Standard applies to the protection of persons and animals against
ELECTRIC SHOCK. It is intended to give fundamental principles and requirements which
are common to electrical installations, systems and EQUIPMENT or necessary for their
co-ordination.

This standard has been prepared for installations, systems and EQUIPMENT having nominal or
rated voltages not exceeding a.c. 1 000 V or d.c. 1 500 V. It may be used as guidance for
higher voltages generated inside EQUIPMENT but it does not apply to high-voltage distribution
systems.

The requirements of this standard apply only if they are incorporated, or are referred to, in the
relevant standards. It is not intended to be used as a stand-alone standard.

2 Normative references

The following normative documents contain provisions which, through reference in this text,
constitute provisions of this International Standard. At the time of publication, the editions
indicated were valid. All normative documents are subject to revision, and parties to
agreements based on this International Standard are encouraged to investigate the possibility
of applying the most recent editions of the normative documents indicated below. Members of
IEC and ISO maintain registers of currently valid International Standards

ISO/IEC Guide 51:1990, Guidelines for the inclusion of safety aspects in standards

IEC Guide 104:1997, The preparation of safety publications and the use of basic safety
publications and group safety publications

IEC 60050(131):1978, International Electrotechnical Vocabulary (IEV) – Chapter 131: Electric
and magnetic circuits

IEC 60050(195): � International Electrotechnical Vocabulary (IEV) – Chapter 195: Earthing
and protection against electric shock1)

IEC 60050(826):1982, International Electrotechnical Vocabulary (IEV) – Chapter 826: Electrical
installations of buildings
Amendment 1 (1990)
Amendment 2 (1995)

IEC 60364-4-41:1992, Electrical installations of buildings – Part 4: Protection for safety –
Chapter 41: Protection against electric shock

IEC 60364-4-443:1995, Electrical installations of buildings – Part 4: Protection for safety –
Chapter 44: Protection against overvoltages – Section 443: Protection against overvoltages of
atmospheric origin or due to switching

_________
1) To be published.
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